
Announcements 
 

 If anyone has a key to the front door they are no longer 
using, please return it for volunteers who need keys 
(which cannot be duplicated). 

 

 There are envelopes on the Narthex table for a Claymont 
Community Center Thanksgiving collection. They will 
buy perishable food like milk, cheese, and turkeys for our 
neighbors—we are thankful for what we have. 
 

  If you are offered a free turkey by a supermarket and 
don’t wish to use it, please bring it to church, put it in 
the freezer, and we will make sure they are taken to 
Claymont the week prior to Thanksgiving.  Thank you! 
 

 Live Nativity signups are available in the Narthex; please 
join in!  Dec. 23 and 24 from 5:30-7 pm. Also—next Sat., 
November 22 we could use help putting the creche up, 
meeting at 9 at the behind the thrift shop. Thanks!!! 
 

Dates To Remember 
 

November 16–Missions Mtg after service 
       27 –Thanksgiving Day 
       29 –9 a.m. Church Decoration Day for  
             Advent/Christmas 
       30 –First Sunday of Advent-Service at 11 am at 
     Mt. Lebanon (fifth Sunday) 

December  2– Opening day for Advent Bible Study.  
Zoom at 7pm 

         4 –Advent Bible Study at 10 in Narthex 
                  23 & 24 – Live Nativity 

 
1 From the UMC Book of Worship.  

November 16, 2025   9:30 AM 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Isaiah 12) 
 

Leader: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and will not be  
afraid… 

People: …for the LORD is my strength and my might; he has  
become my salvation. 

Leader: Give thanks to the LORD; call on his name; make known his  
deeds among the nations! 

People: Proclaim that his name is exalted! 
Leader: Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this  

be known in all the earth. 
All: Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your  

midst is the Holy One of Israel! 
 

*OPENING HYMN – “Come Ye Thankful People, Come”     
   UMH # 694 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

O God, you so loved the world as to give your only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.  Grant to us the precious gift of faith, that we may 
know that the Son of God is come, and may have power to 
overcome the world and gain a blessed immortality; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.1 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he arose 



from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic Church, 2 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

Shine within our hearts, loving God, the pure light of your divine 
knowledge; and open the eyes of our minds and hearts, so that we 
may understand and embrace the message of the Scripture.  
Amen.3 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 65:17-25 
NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 

SERMON 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE – “Soon and Very Soon” vv. 1-3   
    UMH # 706 
 

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

You may place your cash or check offering into the plates we pass 
around at this time or mail your tithes and offerings to the church 
office. Thank you for working as Christ’s hands and feet in the world! 

 
2“Catholic” in this instance means “universal.” 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
OFFERTORY 
*DOXOLOGY                                    UMH #94 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise Him all creatures 
here below! Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise Him, the source of all our gifts;  
praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy 
Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
 
*CLOSING HYMN – “This is the Day of New Beginnings”   

vv. 1-4        UMH # 383 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  
 

 
 
*Standing in body or in spirit 
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3https://www.lancasterseminary.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MARCH-22-25-
BULLETIN.pdf.  


