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*Standing, in body or spirit


April 3, 2026			5 PM
Good Friday Tenebrae

PRELUDE – Jesus Remember Me by Jacques Berthier and the
 Community of Taizé

INTRODUCTION

Last night, we left Jesus at Gethsemane.  The last words we heard from Scripture were from Matthew 26:46, when Jesus says to his disciples, “Get up, let us be going. Look, my betrayer is at hand.”  See that it is so.  The betrayer is at hand, and perhaps, that person is us.

OPENING PRAYER

O Holy God, the hosannas have died away, and the palm branches have turned brittle.  Now, today, there is only this – each of us, all of us, sitting in the darkness, the hymns of lament in the air, the mumblings of our own feeble confession, on this Friday which we tremble to call Good.

What is good about Good Friday?  What is good about the innocent one nailed to a cross?  What is good about the darkness of war that persists today?  What is good about our devastation of the planet?  About people living in poverty?  About the fog of addiction, depression, disease and despair?  What is good about the crushing weight of hunger, racism, scapegoating, apathy?

No, there is nothing good and desirable in these things.  Yet you, O God, are Good.

When suffering reigns, yours is the first heart to break.  When despair lurks about, we remember that you were there first,
peering into the abyss and crying out, incredibly:  “Father, forgive them.”

When we feel forsaken, we remember that in your last moments,
you cared for your mother and your beloved disciple, binding them to one another as a new family.

When we feel overcome by guilt, we remember that you spoke grace to a thief:  “Today you will be with me in paradise.”

Your love for us is just that boundless, and ever-present, and Good.  Thank you.  What else can we say here, in the dimness, in the darkness, but thank you.  Amen.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Adapted from original written by MaryAnn McKibben Dana:  http://www.liturgylink.net/2012/04/04/good-friday-prayer-the-hosannas-have-died-away/.] 


LESSON 1 – The betrayal and arrest of Jesus	Matthew 26:47-56
FIRST CANDLE EXTINGUISHED
*HYMN – “What Wondrous Love Is This”                          UMH #292

LESSON 2 – Jesus before the high priest		Matthew 26:57-68
SECOND CANDLE EXTINGUISHED
PRAYER

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life:  Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Episcopalian Book of Common Prayer.] 


LESSON 3 – Peter denies Jesus		       Matthew 26:69 - 27:2
THIRD CANDLE EXTINGUISHED
*HYMN – “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”               UMH #298		      
LESSON 4 – Judas reacts to his own betrayal	  Matthew 27:3-10
FOURTH CANDLE EXTINGUISHED
REFLECTION – Excerpt from “The Ballad of Judas Iscariot” by 
			Robert Williams Buchanan (1841 - 1901)

LESSON 5 – Jesus before Pilate			Matthew 27:11-26
FIFTH CANDLE EXTINGUISHED
PRAYER

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now
and for ever.  Amen.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid.] 


LESSON 6 - Crucifixion		Matthew 27:27-44
SIXTH CANDLE EXTINGUISHED
HYMN – “Were You There”			                 UMH #288 

LESSON 7 – Jesus dies		Matthew 27:45-54
SEVENTH CANDLE EXTINGUISHED
HYMN – “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”		      UMH #286

CLOSING PRAYER

Glorious Father, we fall silent before you.  We have read and remembered your pain and suffering caused by actions of self-sacrificing love toward us.  For us you bore all sins and were taken from the world; and on this day, we acknowledge that before you arose, the world was bereft of you for three days.  On this day, we feel bereft of you, remembering the time when we sinners put our God to death.  All we can say is, “Kyrie eleison” – “Lord have mercy on me.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Written by Rev. Kelly Conner.] 


STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The whole congregation is invited to join in this activity.
(The stripping of the altar is a very powerful act in which all linens, ornamentation, and vestments are removed from the chancel area.  This act provides a visual and tangible representation of the emptiness left in the world when Jesus was betrayed and killed.  It also reminds us that we, too, are vulnerable and exposed before God.  The altar will remain bare until Easter Sunday worship, when the sanctuary will become the locus of great celebration through decoration, festive music, and thanksgiving.)

CLOSING WORDS

The congregation leaves in silence.
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